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2 Timothy 2:20-22 – “Now in a great house there are not only 
vessels of gold and silver but also of wood and clay, some for 
honorable use, some for dishonorable. 21 Therefore, if anyone 
cleanses himself from what is dishonorable, he will be a vessel for 
honorable use, set apart as holy, useful to the master of the house, 
ready for every good work. 22 So flee youthful passions and pursue 
righteousness, faith, love, and peace, along with those who call on 
the Lord from a pure heart." 
 
What it doesn’t mean: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What it might mean: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What it at least means: 
 
 

 

Questions for Reflection and Discussion 
2 Timothy 2:20-22 

 

1. When you come across a verse that doesn’t line up with your 
preconceived view of God, what do you tend to do? Change 
your view of God? Dismiss the verse? Not worry too much 
about it? Something else? 

2. Have you typically looked at characters in the Old Testament 
as heroes to emulate or broken sinners who God saved? What 
makes you view them the way you do? 

3. If you do need to be “good enough” for God to use you, how 
would you know when you are good enough? 

4. Which one of the potential meanings of this passage appears 
most correct to you? Least correct? Why? 

5. Do you see a distinction between how God uses “honorable" 
people and “dishonorable" people in our world today? If so, 
how? Can you think of any exceptions to your answer?  

6. As you look back over the last 10-70 years of your life, would 
you say you have progressed toward God, away from God, or 
stayed about the same? What sort of metrics are you using to 
make this evaluation?  

7. Have you ever felt that acting dishonorably has cost you 
influence? When? 


